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In Brady v. United States, the Supreme Court decided that 
________________.

(a) a defendant had a right to counsel during plea bargaining, (b) a 
prosecutor must comply with the plea agreement, (c) plea bargaining 
was a violation of a defendant’s rights, (d) plea bargaining does not apply 
to juvenile offenders, (e) plea bargaining is an essential part of the court 
process

BEYOND A REASONABLE DOUBT 11.2

The answer can be found on page 522.

Sentencing Models
The way in which judges sentence convicted offenders has been an issue 
of debate for many years. Television shows provide a glimpse into how 
judges sentence wrongdoers, but the depiction is often more for enter-
tainment value (see the “Criminal Justice and the Media” box in this 
chapter). Some people believe that judges need to have wide discretion 
in the sentencing process so that they can tailor sentences to individ-
ual offenders. However, this practice led to abuse by some judges who 
sentenced offenders based on considerations other than the facts of the 
case. Reforms in sentencing policies have been geared toward decreasing 
the discretion of judges. Despite these reforms, inequities in sentencing 
remain. Sentencing options are described in the sections that follow (see 
Figure 11.5).
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